
 

                 

 

 Welcome to St Leo’s and Southmead History page. 

 

The following information is about the subject of History and what your child will learn 

at school.   

History is important – as Michael Crichton asserts, "If you don't know [your family's] 

history, then you don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't know it is part of a 

tree". The study of history is a way to put the pieces of the past together and show 

how we came to be where we are today.   

 At St Leo’s and Southmead we plan a themed history curriculum to enrich and delight, 

and to foster a desire for knowledge. By passionately teaching History, primarily 

through an enquiry based approach, we bring the past to life and tell the facts in an 

engaging and fascinating way, promoting curiosity and imagination amongst the children. 

Teaching equips the children to ask questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Our aim is to promote the 

development of values and intellectual quality, to create successful learners who are 

active and informed citizens. 

We motivate children to think about their local history and appreciate the amazing 

historical city they live in. Visits are a very important part of our history curriculum 

with trips to Quarry Bank Mill, local war memorials, Galleries, Docks, Museums, 

Williamson Tunnels and Cathedrals featuring in our curriculum. We also enrich our 

curriculum by inviting visitors in to encourage the children to think and question the 

past and appreciate their experiences. 

If you have any questions or want to know any further information, please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  If you have a job linked to history, we would love to hear from 

you, to share your experiences and knowledge with the children in school. 

 



Year 1 

 

Autumn WW1 

Spring  Toys from the Victorians 

Summer Castles 

 

Year 2 

Autumn WW1 

Spring  WWII 

Summer  Famous person 

 

Year 3 

Autumn WW1 

Spring  Pre Historic Britain- Stone/Bronze Age 

Summer Ancient Egypt 

1. Children should know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s 

lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world. 

2. Children should know and understand significant aspects of the history of the 

wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution 

of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 

achievements and follies of mankind. 

3. Children should gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

4. Children should understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

5. Children should understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 



6. Children should gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 

national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

 

Year 4 

Autumn WW1 

Spring  Ancient Greece Ideas and Legacy 

Summer  Roman Empire and Britain 

1. Children should know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives 

have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 

wider world.  

2. Children should know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of 

mankind. 

3. Children should gain and deploy a historically-grounded understanding of abstract 

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

. 

4. Children should understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to 

make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives 

and analyses. 

5. Children should understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence 

is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

6. Children should gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge 

into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 

national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Year 5 



Autumn WW1 and Anne Frank 

Spring  Anglo saxons 

Summer Crime and Punishment 

1. Children should know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s 

lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world. 

2. Children should know and understand significant aspects of the history of the 

wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution 

of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 

achievements and follies of mankind. 

3. Children should gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract 

terms 

such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

4. Children should understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

5. Children should understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

6. Children should gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 

national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

 

Year 6 

Autumn WW1 and Anne Frank 

Spring  The Vikings 

Summer John Lennon 

1. Children should know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s 

lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world. 



2. Children should know and understand significant aspects of the history of the 

wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution 

of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 

achievements and follies of mankind. 

3. Children should gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract       

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

4. Children should understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

5. Children should understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

6. Children should gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 

national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 


