STLEO'S AND SOUTHMEAD
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
SERVING THE
COMMUNITY

SPIRITUAL & MORAL
DEVELOPMENT POLICY

To be reviewed September 2019




Ih our SChool, we wanht to Celebrate GOd’s Sift
Of life together;
By inspiring, enhancing and developing
tOmOorrow’s talent, today!
We respect all; aiming to achieve and live our
values.

A place to allow everyone to flourish!




INTRODUCTION

The promotion of pupil’s Spiritual, Moral, SocCial ahd Cultural development is the ‘heart’
Of education: it is an essential ingredient of a successful Catholic School, whiCch Serves
the Community.

The statutory requirement that SChools should encourage pupils’ Spiritual, Moral,
gocial and Cultural development was first inCluded ih the Educationh Reform ACt 1988.
The Act began as follows:

“The Curriculum for a maintained sChool (must be) a balanced and broadly based
Curriculum which:

a) promotes the Spiritual, Moral, Cultural, Mental and PhysiCal development of
pupils at the school ahd of society, ahd

b) prepares such pupils for the opportuhities, responsibilities and experiences of
adult life.

The AcCt Clearly recognhised that there is more to life thah achieving high stanhdards in
aCademic subjects. The task was descCribed as:

‘...the training of good human beings, purposeful ahd wise, themselves with a
Vision of what it is to be human and the Kind of society that makes that possible’.

Cpiritual Development

Spiritual education helps pupils to acquire insights into their personal existence which
are of enduring worth. Tt is CharacCterised by reflection, the attribution of meaning to
experience, valuing a hon-material dimension to life and intimations of ah enduring
reality. “Gpiritual’ is hot synonymous with ‘religious’; all areas of the Curriculum may
contribute to pupils’ spiritual development.

Spiritual development is concerned with how anh individual acquires personal beliefs and
Values, especCially on questions whiCh are “at the heart and root of existence” it is
therefore also about what a SChool provides — through its Curriculum, through
Collective Worship, through its ethos and Climate — to help individuals to make sense of
these question, and about what it does to help form pupils’ response to life, to their
various experiences ahd even to questions about the universe.




Spiritual development enables our pupils to Cope with the diffiCult Circumstances of
life, it helps them at this time when there are ho easy ahswers. Tt enables a Child to
become ‘strong’ inside.

Moral Development

Moral education helps pupils to acquire Khowledge, understanding, intentions,
attitudes and behaviour in relation to what is right or wrong.

Moral development is concerned with understanding the difference between right and
wrong and with committing ourselves to doing what is right beCause we wanht to do
right.

People who are developing morally listenh to their conscience, the inher sense informed
by their upbringing, experiences, faith and religious beliefs and are prompted to do
what is right out Of |love for others, respeCt for ourselves and regard for the world in
which we live.

Opportunities for pupils to experience and learh about Spiritual and Moral,
development in our sChool

It is an expecCtation at this SChool that all Staff, ih all subjects, Cah and should make a
contribution to the Gpiritual, Moral, SocCial and Cultural Development Of pupils
through the taught Ccurriculum and through the use of appropriate teaching and
learning strategies e.g. disCussion, reflection and pupil partiCipation.

Our aim is to develop the Spiritual ahd Moral feelings of the Child as a whole person.
TO develop a respect of self and all.

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPIMENT OBJECTIVES

The children will:

1) {Understand and apprecCiate that God is in their lives and loves them nho matter
what.

2) Develop a sehse Of awe and wonder. Enjoy the awe ahd wonder, Ccelebrate it.

3) Develop their sense Of life experience and share it.

4) Develop questioning about life ahd support each other in our life journey.

5) To explore other faith dimensions and how others respond to the “Spiritual
dimension of life”

MORAL DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES




The children will:
1) Have ownership of the Mission Statement.
2) Be able to refleCct upon decisions and actions
3) Celebrate freedom Of choice ahd acknhowledge the consequences Of choice.
4) Continue to explore what is right and wrong and how actions affect others.
5) Will develop and understanding of the moral teaching of the Church and how we
support each other.

HOW

1) Through the teaching of ‘Come and See’.
2) Through Collective Worship

3) Through Collaboration

4) Circle Time

5 P.S.H.C.E

6) Other Faith weeks

7) Ethos of the sChool and example set by staff/parents.
8) Assemblies, feast days, Celebrations

9) Through play and role play.

10)[earhing Mentor

11) Rainbows for All God’s Children.

SAFE GUARDING
Cafeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purpose of this
guidance as:-
Protecting children from maltreatment
Preventing impairment of Cchildren’s health or development.
Ensuring that Children grow up in Circumstances consistent with the provision of
safe anhd effective Care.
Taking action to enable all Children to have the best outComes.

PROMOTING BRITISH VALUES

At Gt [Leo’s ahd Southmead Primary SChool we aim to help, guide and prepare our
Children as future Citizens. Ags our [Mission Statement says, our SChool is “4A place to
allow humanity to flourish!” This statement permeates everything that we do in sChool
ahd Captures what British Values are about:-

Democracy

The Rule of Law




Individual Liberty
Mutual Respect
Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs.

We grasp every opportuhity throughout the SChool day to teach, model ad show by
examples all of the above. e have provided further information on our SChoo|
website. e are proud Of our SChool ad are proud of the British Values that we live
and learnh about.




